chapter eight

8:1 And after He broke the seventh seal, silence ensued in heaven for about half an hour.  {kai, (cc)--o[tan (cs)--avnoi,gw (viaa--3s) lit opened, only twice is hotan used with aorist indicatve, the sense is temporal and should be translated “after”--h` sfragi,j (n-af-s)--h` e[bdomoj (a-oaf-s)--gi,nomai (viad--3s) became, notes a change--sigh, (n-nf-s) 2X, silence or quiet—evn (pd)--o` ouvrano,j (n-dm-s)--w`j (ab) as, like, about --h`mi,wron (n-an-s) 1X, half an hour}
8:2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God; and seven trumpets were given to them.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--o` e`pta, a;ggeloj (n-am-p)--o[j (aprnm-p)--evnw,pion (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--i[sthmi (vira--3p)--kai, (cc)--e`pta, (a-cnf-p)--sa,lpigx (n-nf-p)--di,dwmi (viap--3p)--auvto,j (npdm3p)}
Exposition vs. 1-2

1. The parenthesis that was contained in chapter 7 has been concluded and we now resume with the chronological flow of the narrative, moving from seal six to seal seven.

2. This is evident by the fact that this section is resumed with the conjunction o]tan (hotan—when), which is very similar to the construction used to introduce the opening of the first six seals.

3. While it is true that the first six seals are introduced by the similar conjunction o]te (hote—when), this construction is not made more indefinite by the addition of a]n (an—a particle that usually adds an element of uncertainty) as is sometimes the case.  Rev. 4:9

4. Therefore, we are correct in concluding that chapter seven was a parenthetical section and the seven seals of the scroll were all opened in sequence without any intervening events.

5. There is a very clear difference between what occurs when the Lord opens the first six seals and what occurs when He opens the final seal and the contents of the scroll are now fully revealed.

6. Most interpreters recognize that this silence is significant; however, they are much divided on the significance and offer the following suggestions for understanding it.

7. However, most of these suggestions come without one shred of documentation, and some are refuted by other portions of the Word of God.

a. It becomes silent in Heaven so the prayers of God’s people may be heard.  Are they suggesting that God has not heard any prayers before this period of silence?
b. Some suggest that this represents a temporary cessation of revelation, with the silence in Heaven rather than on earth.  The silence clearly occurs in Heaven according to the words of the text, but what would be the purpose of interupting John’s revelation?
c. This silence is a dramatic pause designed to signify the awe and dread as the heavenly hosts await the coming events.  While it is true that the events that are coming are dreadful, there is no suggestion that the hosts of Heaven are surprised or intimidated.
d. This silence is designed to repeat the primeval silence that greeted the first creation by recreating it here as God recreates the world.  This is obviously wrong as per Job 38:7.

e. It is merely an indication that the seals are complete.  While this is true, it does not address the very awkward nature of this verse or why it is here.
f. Some see it as a liturgical silence that served as a prelude to prayer in by Greco-Roman and Jewish rituals.  This view at least has some merit in light of what follows, but it does not say that the prayers in view were just offered in verses 3-4; rather, it is implied that the prayers were already present.
g. Some think it represents the silence of the condemned as they await their judgment.  Isa. 47:5; Amos 8:3  It is true that those awaiting judgment are commanded to be silent in the Old Testament, but then the silence would apply to the earth and the text says “in Heaven”.
h. To signify an intense expectation of God’s intervention.  Again, while this is true it does not address the issue of why half and hour is mentioned.
8. Some have even linked this verse with Habbakuk 2:20 and Zech. 2:13, but this ignores the obvious textual issue that says it became silent in Heaven.
9. What is very clear from the previous chapters is that silence is not the normal condition of Heaven; Heaven seemed to be filled with activity and sounds before the opening of the scroll.  Rev. 4-5

10. This is strongly seen by the use of the term gi,nomai (ginomai—became) to indicate it had not been silent up to that point.

11. In fact, this is the only place in the New Testament that the Greek term sigh. (sige—silence) is ever used; this should remove any doubt that this is designed to communicate a unique event.

12. The Greek term h`mi,wron (hemioron—half an hour) is also a hapax, which further highlights the unique nature of this heavenly silence.

13. This unusual construction is designed to conjure up the image of the inhabitants breathlessly waiting for the final awesome events that will culminate the plan of God for the ages.

14. The seventh seal is opened, the scroll is fully exposed, and the judgments are now visible for the inhabitants of Heaven to see.

15. The inhabitants of Heaven can observe the contents of the scroll, which contains the wrath of God that has been restrained for thousands of years and is now about to be unleashed on mankind.

16. In one sense, the seventh seal is very different than the first four, which related to mankind’s activities and their natural consequences.

17. The fifth, sixth, and seventh seals contain the call for God’s wrath, the general implementation of that wrath, and the specific contents of that wrath.

18. While it is true that there is no specific explanation about the content of the seventh seal, the implication is that the seal is comprised of the seven trumpet judgments that follow as seen in the immediate introduction of the seven angels.

19. The conjunction w`j (hos—about) is used here in a temporal sense that is designed to approximate the time in view.

20. One might argue that this term could mean a period of more than thirty minutes or it could refer to a period of slightly less than thirty minutes; therefore, this must be decided by other factors.

21. Some have suggested that this term be taken as a period of approximately thirty literal minutes, but this raises the question as to why half an hour of silence, which cannot be viewed as long by anyone’s standards.

22. Ironically enough, all these interpreters do not deal with the very clear figurative use of the term hour in this book, which is an obvious reference to the seven years in Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 3:10, 17:12

23. Therefore, the silence in Heaven for approximately half and hour is designed to communicate the reality that the first portion of Daniel's 70th week is not the wrath of God being unleashed; it is the natural consequence of mankind and its own activities.

24. The silence in Heaven is designed to communicate that the Day of the Lord is at hand; the realities of that day are well known to the inhabitants of Heaven.  Isa. 13:6,9; Ezek 30:3; Joel 1:15, 2:1,11; Obad. 1:15; Zeph. 1:14

25. The first sound that is heard in Heaven following this period of silence must be the first of the seven angels blowing his trumpet, which officially commences the period of history known as the Day of the Lord.  Rev. 8:7

26. At the destruction of prophetic Babylon the Word of God made it plain that the Day of the Lord had not technically arrived, it was merely near or about to begin.  Isa. 13:6,9

27. There are several reasons why the first portion of Daniel's 70th week is quiet from the perspective of God’s judgment.

a. The sealing and commissioning of the 144,000 must take place.  Rev. 7:1ff

b. Antichrist must return from the dead and establish himself over the RRE.  Rev. 17:8,12

c. The two witnesses must appear and call Israel to reversion recovery, much like the ministry of John the Baptist did at the First Advent.  Rev. 11:3ff; Mal. 4:5-6

d. The message about Babylon’s destruction must be given to America and people must have some time to flee the country.  Isa. 13:14; Jere. 50:16, 51:6

e. The Jewish migration back to Israel will continue and gain momentum.  Isa. 43:5ff; Jere. 50:8

f. The pseudo-peace movement must have time to intensify.  IThess. 5:2-3

28. The events that Jesus prophesied will continue to intensify with the peace movement, but these things are merely the beginning of the labor pains; the Day of the Lord commences the actual birth.  Matt. 24:5-8; IThess. 5:3

29. This silence in Heaven must be somewhat less than half an hour (3½ years) based on the fact that the U.S. is destroyed sometime in the third year following the rapture, just prior to the beginning of the Day of the Lord.  Isa. 13:6,8; Jere. 51:46 

30. God has specifically declared that this judgment comes from Him, and this officially marks the beginning of the Armageddon campaign.  Isa. 13:3; Jere. 51:53

31. The actual trumpet judgments are precipitated by the demotion of Satan and the abomination of desolation.  Rev. 12:9, 13:2; Dan. 9:27
32. The concept of cursing by association is very real during this portion of history as Satan and Antichrist are both present on the earth pursuing new levels of evil.
33. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth that participate in their plans will come under the same judgments that are leveled against these two parts of the satanic trinity.
34. Further, the Jews have been rejecting God and His plan for thousands of years and that generation will be judged for generations of negative volition as the First Advent generation was judged for previous generations of negative volition.  Matt. 23:36
35. As we pointed out in Daniel, the Jews have been engaged in an abominable rejection of God’s plan over the centuries, which will result in the decreed desolations on them.  Dan. 9:27

36. Their appalling/desolating rebellion will culminate in their treaty with Antichrist, which will eventuate in the Satan/man, the ultimate unclean bird, taking his seat in the Temple of God.

37. This is the final insult that the Jews cast at God; then the time of Jacob’s trouble, the ultimate time of judgment, begins for Israel.  Jere. 30:7; Joel 2:11; Dan. 12:1
38. Observations on this period of destruction:

a. The various judgments that accomplish this destruction are recorded in the book of Revelation.  Rev. 6-19

b. The church is not present for any portion of Daniel’s 70th week since the rapture ends the Church Age and resumes the Age of Israel.  IIThess. 4:13ff; Rev. 3:10, 4:1

c. The Lord Himself accomplishes the destruction, and He will not stop until it is complete. Isa. 10:20-23, 28:22; Dan. 9:27

d. It is part of the Divine decrees, is not accidental, or caused by some series of circumstances that mankind brings on itself.  Dan. 11:36

e. God continues to be righteous throughout the terrible judgments He levels on planet earth and its inhabitants.  Isa. 10:22; Rev. 15:3-4, 16:5-7, 19:2

f. These physical judgments/destructions are Divine retribution on the world, and the Jews particularly for their rejection of Messiah and acceptance of Antichrist.  Jn. 3:19; Isa. 5:20

g. The purpose of the last half of Daniel’s 70th week is to completely shatter the power of the holy people.  Dan. 12:7

h. However, the Jewish propensity to trust in anything and anyone but their Messiah will have to be completely crushed.

i. At the time when they have completely lost any ability to resist their enemies, their Messiah will return as the conquering hero that they will so desperately need.

39. In verse two we are introduced to seven specific angels that are apparently viewed as a singular group as seen in the use of the definite article.

40. We have clearly returned to the previous scene in the throne room of Heaven since the angels stand in the presence of God, who is sitting on the throne.  Rev. 5:13

41. Some have attempted to categorize these angels as the seven archangels of apocalyptic traditions that represent the prayers of the saints before the throne of God.

a. Tobit 12:15  “I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels who present the prayers of the saints and enter into the presence of the glory of the Holy One."

b. Enoch 20:1-8  “And these are the names of the holy angels who watch. Uriel, one of the holy angels, who is over the world and over Tartarus. Raphael, one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits of men. Raguel, one of the holy angels who takes vengeance on the world of the luminaries.  Michael, one of the holy angels, to wit, he that is set over the best part of mankind and over chaos. Saraqael, one of the holy angels, who is set over the spirits, who sin in the spirit.  Gabriel, one of the holy angels, who is over Paradise and the serpents and the Cherubim.  Remiel, one of the holy angels, whom God set over those who rise.”
42. While there is little doubt that this is a specific group of seven angels, it is unwise to attempt to categorize them or to state that there are only seven of them.

43. As we noted in Revelation 7:1, the perfect tense of the verb i]sthmi (histemi—standing) has a present force and denotes the fact that these angels are continually attending to God.

44. These seven angels are given seven trumpets, no doubt by God or the Lamb, which represent His authority and desire to pour out the judgments that are signified by each trumpet.

45. Trumpets were used by Israel on many occasions, which include: assembly for battle, public assembly, sounding an alarm, calling attention to announcements, at the coronation of kings, and at the appearance of God on Mount Sinai.

46. While trumpets are associated with solemn warnings of judgment and are harbingers of war, destruction, and calamity (Hosea 5:8, 8:1; Amos 2:2, 3:6), the most significant passage in this regard is the one that ties the sound of the trumpet to the Day of the Lord.  Joel 2:1-2 

8:3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.  {kai, (cc)--a;lloj (a--nm-s)--a;ggeloj (n-nm-s)--e;rcomai (viaa--3s)--kai, (cc)--i[sthmi (viap--3s) the idea of the aorist passive is to stand still, to take a position--evpi, (pg)—to. qusiasth,rion (n-gn-s) used of altar of burnt offering and altar of incense--e;cw (vppanm-s)--libanwto,j (n-am-s) 2X, incense, frankincense, or the container in which it was held--crusou/j (a--am-s)--kai, (cc)--di,dwmi (viap--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--qumi,ama (n-nn-p) 6X, in Rev. only used in plural--polu,j (a--nn-p) of quantity, a large or great amount--i[na (cs)--di,dwmi (vifa--3s)--h` proseuch, (n-df-p)--o` a[gioj (ap-gm-p)--pa/j (a--gm-p) of all saints--evpi, (pa)--to. qusiasth,rion (n-an-s)--to. crusou/j (a--an-s)--to. (dans) the one--evnw,pion (pg)--o` qro,noj (n-gm-s)}

8:4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.  {kai, (ch)--avnabai,nw (viaa--3s)--o` kapno,j (n-nm-s) 13X, smoke—to. qumi,ama (n-gn-p)--h` proseuch, (n-df-p)--o` a[gioj (ap-gm-p)—evk (pg)--cei,r (n-gf-s)--o` a;ggeloj (n-gm-s)--evnw,pion (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)}

8:5 And the angel took the censer; and he filled it with the fire of the altar and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.

{kai, (cc)--o` a;ggeloj (n-nm-s)--lamba,nw (vira--3s)--o` libanwto,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--gemi,zw (viaa--3s) 8X, to fill something--auvto,j (npam3s)—evk (pg)—to. pu/r (n-gn-s)—to. qusiasth,rion (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)--ba,llw (viaa--3s) to throw or cast—eivj (pa)--h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3p) probably ingressive, began to--bronth, (n-nf-p) thunders--kai, (cc)--fwnh, (n-nf-p) sounds--kai, (cc)--avstraph, (n-nf-p) 9X, lightnings—kai, (cc)--seismo,j (n-nm-s) a shaking, an earthquake}

8:6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.   {kai, (cc)--o` e`pta, a;ggeloj (n-nm-p)--o` (dnmp) + e;cw (vppanm-p)--h` e`pta, sa,lpigx (n-af-p)--e`toima,zw (viaa--3p) to make ready, to prepare--auvto,j (npam3p) themselves--i[na (cs)--salpi,zw (vsaa--3p) to blow a trumpet, to sound it}

Exposition vs. 3-6

1. While there is little question that we are about to begin the active judgments of God on mankind, we are here given a brief bit of preparatory information that is germane to those judgments.

2. Another angel appears, who is clearly distinct from the first seven, for the purpose of continuing preparations for the expression of the Divine judgments/wrath.

3. Again, while many have attempted to identify this angel, the text simply does not say and speculation is fruitless.

4. Based on the fact that he has a golden censer and seems to function in a priestly fashion, some have suggested that these functions indicate that it is Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest.  Heb. 4:14

5. This cannot be so for a couple of reasons.

a. Jesus Christ is identified in a number of ways in this book, but He is never called an angel.

b. The use of the adjective a]lloj (allos—another of the same kind), indicates another of the same kind and cannot refer to deity, but suggests that he is of the same order as the initial seven angels.

6. This angel approaches the altar, which appears to be the only altar in Heaven, serving the dual purposes of the altar of burnt offering and the altar of incense.  

7. This appears to be the same altar that was seen in chapter 6, where the souls of the martyrs were crying out for justice.  Rev. 6:9-10

8. Further, there is no indication that more than one altar is in view in our chapter, which is very much in accord with ancient Jewish literature on this subject.

9. Some interpreters have pictured this angel going to the altar of burnt offering (8:3a), getting coals that are then offered on the altar of incense (8:3b), and finally returning to the altar of burnt offering to cast fire down to the earth.  Rev. 8:5

10. However, most have recognized that this does not fit the contextual flow, and there is no indication in the text of such back and forth movement.

11. The text states that the angel has a golden censer, which word first referred to the incense itself, but also was used to refer to the censer that contained the incense.  Rev. 8:3,5

12. The typological significance of gold is that it is consistently used to portray the divine nature of something; prayer certainly involves intimate contact with deity.

13. In the Old Testament, the censer was an open utensil that was used to carry live coals from the altar of burnt offering when making sacrifices.  Lev. 16:12

14. Often, these live coals were used to ignite incense in the censers and the priests offered this before the Lord.  Num. 16:6-7

15. The priests would also offer this incense on the altar of incense, the smoke would fill the tabernacle or temple, and then ascend upward toward Heaven.

16. The offering of incense was symbolic of prayer and the nature of the incense was designed to communicate the reality that only prayers with correct content are pleasing to God.

a. The incense was composed of very specific items that were not to be changed, nor could it be employed for one’s own personal use.  Ex. 30:35-37

b. This is designed to teach the reality that prayer must be offered in line with the revealed will of God and that prayer is not designed for your own personal satisfaction.  James 4:3

c. The offering of strange incense is analogous to prayer that comes from wrong content, wrong motives, or offered apart from proper protocol.  Ex. 30:9; Lev. 10:1; James 4:1ff

17. The fact that the coals came from the altar of burnt offering (which foreshadows the cross) is designed to typify the reality that one cannot approach God in prayer apart from orientation to the cross, i.e. faith in the work of Jesus Christ with respect to sins.

18. Those that reject the sacrifice of Jesus Christ not only cannot effectively pray to God, they will inevitably face the wrath of God as portended by the events of verse five.

19. There is certainly an element of priestly function in the actions of this angel as he combines the elements of prayer and incense before the Lord.

20. This is designed to demonstrate the truth that our prayers are made effective before God based on the ministry of our Great High Priest, Who is the basis for our confidence in prayer.  Heb. 4:14-16

21. We do not have to speculate about the nature or identification of the incense, since it was previously equated with the prayers of the saints.  Rev. 5:8

22. From what is recorded in this book, it certainly appears that when God cannot answer a particular prayer at the time it is offered, but it is considered correct and proper, He retains those prayers so they can be presented before Him at the appropriate time.

23. The fact that much incense was given to this angel suggests that the previous bowls of incense, which has been the only reference to incense in this book, are now combined with other prayers and formally presented to God.

24. The idea of prayers being represented as incense is nothing new in the scripture and was recognized by adjusted believers via their doctrinal understanding of the Tabernacle and the altar of incense.  Ps. 141:2; Lk. 1:10

25. The imagery here is taken from the Tabernacle (later from the Temple) and specifically from the altar of incense that was located in the Holy Place just before the veil that separated it from the Most Holy Place.

26. One area of discussion relates to the identification of the various prayers that are mentioned in this book (what is the subject of the prayers) and which group is the source of the prayers.

a. We have the general prayers mentioned in 5:8, which are held by the 24 elders.

b. We have the active calls for justice and vengeance from the martyrs in chapter 6, which certainly have the character of prayers.  Rev. 6:9-10

c. We have the prayers of all saints that are mentioned here.  Rev. 8:3

27. There can be little doubt from our immediate context that the subject of these prayers relates to God’s intervention in judgment on behalf of His people, just as we stated in chapter 5.  Rev. 8:5

28. It makes some sense to think that the prayers of all the saints refer to previous prayer offerings, especially in light of the fact that this angel is given more incense/prayers toward the middle of Daniel's 70th week.

29. It seems very consistent to suggest that the prayers are similar in nature and relate to various calls for vengeance (Rev. 6:10) and for the establishment of the messianic kingdom.

30. In that regard, we would suggest that these prayers are imprecatory (invoking evil on someone by virtue of prayer), and not in the spirit of what Church Age believers practiced or are commanded.  Matt. 5:44; Lk. 23:34; Acts 7:60; Rom. 12:20

31. If such is the case, then the term saints should be limited to those believers (particularly Jews) that are outside the Church Age.

32. There can be no question that the prayers/incense are offered on the golden altar that was directly before the throne, something that has not been mentioned prior to this.

33. The altar of incense in the tabernacle was located directly before the veil that separated the holy place from the most holy place.

34. The holy place, which symbolized the believer operating in time, was separated from the most holy place by means of the veil, which symbolized the body of Christ being broken to provide access to the presence of God.  Heb. 10:19-20

35. As we have stated previously, the incense ascending before God represents the prayers of believers that are composed of correct content and are pleasing to Him, as typified by the sweet smell of the incense.

36. The concept of the prayers and incense ascending directly into the presence of God is analogous to His hearing and answering these prayers for vengeance.  IJn. 5:14-15

37. The answers to these prayers is seen in the actions that follow, as the angel now fills the censer that had the prayers in it with fire from the altar.

38. The fire represents the wrath of God against sin, and in this context His specific wrath against those that had mistreated and killed His children.

39. The symbolism here relates to the fact that the bronze altar, where the fire was burning for the purpose of sacrifice, represents the cross.

40. The bronze altar speaks of the fact that Jesus Christ was our sacrifice that faced the wrath of God on our behalf and was judged in our place.

41. Anyone that rejects His sacrifice will face the righteous judgment of God as symbolized by the fire from the altar being cast to the earth.

42. The best source for this image comes from the Old Testament, in which a man clothed in linen was told to take coals of fire in his hands from the throne and scatter it on the city.  Ezek. 10:2-7

43. This was designed to demonstrate the reality that a fiery judgment was coming on the city; here, it is designed to teach that the judgment of God is coming on the entire planet.

44. While the New American Standard may seem to indicate that the angel cast both the fire and the censer to the earth, the Greek does not have any object to complete the thought of the verb cast.

45. This action by the angel immediately has a corresponding effect on the earth, and the storm that was portended in chapter four in Heaven is now seen breaking out on planet earth.  Rev. 4:5

46. The same three elements are mentioned here that were mentioned there, but in a different order; here it is thunder, sounds and lightning, there it was lightning, sounds, and thunder.

47. This is designed to indicate a manifestation of God’s presence (Ex. 19:16), and is a sign that God Himself is moving onto the earthly stage to manifest His warth.

48. We are not told exactly where this occurs on the planet, but it is clearly a preliminary local judgment that precedes the blowing of the first trumpet.

49. We now return to the initial seven angels that were introduced earlier in this chapter, who prepare themselves to blow their respective trumpets.

50. It appears that these angels have been previously standing their post (as suggested by the use of the perfect tense in verse 2), but were not given their trumpets until just before the middle of Daniel's 70th week.

51. The intriguing thing in verse six is that they prepared themselves to sound them, suggesting that they had been briefed as to the signal which told them it was time to act.

52. The only logical conclusion is that the casting of the fire to the earth was that signal, they recognized it, and made themselves ready.

53. What they did to ready themselves is not indicated, but it is evident that they did not ready the trumpets (clean them or whatever) since the masculine accusative of auvto,j (autos—them) does not match the grammatically femine term trumpets.
54. In this case, it appears that auvto,j (autos—them) functions as a reflexive pronoun and refers to the angels themselves.

55. The use of i[na (hina) with the aorist subjunctive here is grammatically the equivalent of using an infinitive to complete the thought of prepared themselves.
8:7 And the first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.  {kai, (cc)--o` prw/toj (aponm-s)--salpi,zw (viaa--3s)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--ca,laza (n-nf-s) 4X, only in Rev. hail, hailstones--kai, (cc)--pu/r (n-nn-s)--mi,gnumi (vprpnn-p) to mix or mingle things together—evn (pi) with--ai-ma (n-dn-s)--kai, (cc)--ba,llw (viap--3s)—eivj (pa)—h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--katakai,w (viap--3s) to burn up, to consume with fire--kai, (cc)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—to. de,ndron (n-gn-p)--katakai,w (viap--3s)--kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--nm-s)--co,rtoj (n-nm-s) lit. a pasture or feeding place for grazing animals, hay, herbage, grass--clwro,j (a--nm-s) pale green, used in 6:8--katakai,w (viap--3s) note repitition for dramatic effect}
Exposition vs. 7

1. As one might expect, there is a great deal of theological dissension with respect to how to interpret the seven trumpet judgments.

2. Those that opt for a literal interpretation insist that they must refer to some future events that have clearly not occurred as yet (Mounce), while others simply see them as historical events that happened in John’s day.  (Caird)

3. Some see them as events that portray various disasters and afflictions of men throughout the ages (Hendrikson), while Wilcock argues that these judgments show what happens to the church throughout history until the Second Advent.

4. Lenski suggests that the seals are manmade events, while the trumpets reflect God’s miraculous intervention in judgment.

5. While he is not completely accurate, Beasley-Murray considers the seals, trumpets, and bowls to be parallel and to describe a single short period of history, the time of the end that precedes the coming of Jesus Christ.

6. The seals, trumpets, and bowls do indeed depict a single short time in history, Daniel's 70th week, with the seals providing a broad overview of the entire age, and the trumpets and bowls primarily related to the latter half of the final seven years.

7. We will now officially begin the section that deals with the trumpet judgments, which forms the middle of the three septets but are more closely related to the seven bowl judgments.

8. The seven seals are only indirect judgments since they essentially explore the depravity of mankind once God’ restraints are somewhat removed and demonstrate the necessity of God intervening in active judgment.  IIThess. 2:11-12

9. Almost all interpreters have noticed a strong correlation between the seven trumpet judgments and the Egyptian plagues that recorded in Exodus 7-10.

10. The plagues of Egypt served very specific purposes and there is a prophetic passage that indicates that God fully plans to do similar things again as seen in these trumpet judgments.  Mic. 7:15-17

11. The first purpose of the Egyptian plagues, as with these judgments, is to demonstrate to all involved that God is who He says He is.  Ex. 6:7, 7:5; Joel 3:15-17

12. The second purpose of the Egyptian plagues was designed to demonstrate the powerlessness of the Egyptian gods, just as these trumpet judgments will demonstrate the futility of the gods the world currently worships.  Ex. 12:12

13. Like his ancient counterpart, modern man still worships the gods of wood, stone, silver, and gold; he still manifests a real propensity to trust in many things that are certainly inferior to the God of the armies.  Rev. 9:20

14. The world is very guilty of trusting in technology, medicine, money, the military, the government at various levels, the UN, human ability, and a host of other things that cannot and will not deliver them when the wrath of God is unleashed.

15. Our country has, as many have had in the past, the foolish notion that the way to peace and prosperity is through negotiation and treaties with those that oppose you.  Isa. 47:8-15

16. The current worldwide mentality that stresses environmental activism, human rights, animal rights, the rights of the unborn, etc. demonstrates that mankind’s emphasis is severely flawed from a biblical perspective, completely omitting any references to God’s rights.

17. Ironically enough, many of those in the activist circles bemoan the use of nuclear power, which will ultimately be the source of their destruction and devastation.

18. Much like their cosmic counterparts, the current mentality that governs much of Christendom is seen in the mantra the rights of the people.  Rev. 3:14ff

19. The worship and pursuit of celebrity, fame, success, athletic prowess, money, ease, and other things clearly detracts from the worship of God, the pursuit of Divine good production, and the importance of SG3, if not outright destroying it.  Mk. 4:19

20. God will not tolerate this indefinitely and will force mankind to confront the issue of Who He is and what He desires for the human race.  Isa. 42:8

21. The third purpose that was evident in the showdown with the pharaoh was to explicitly demonstrate to him and the world at large that he could not win in a cosmic struggle with YHWH.

22. Similarly, the victory of YHWH over the powers behind Egypt is designed to show those that dwell on the earth that Antichrist and the satanic powers behind him cannot win.

23. These trumpets follow a similar pattern to the seals in that they take the form of a four, two, one sequence, with an extensive pause between the sixth and seventh trumpets.  Rev. 10:1-11:13

24. Further, it is evident that the judgments are going to intensify as we move further into Daniel's 70th week; note that the fourth seal only covered one-fourth of the earth, while the trumpets extend to one-third of the earth, and the bowls conclude with global judgment.

25. This series of sevens is also very much in line with what God told the Jews about multiplying their calamities seven times if they did not change their minds with respect to their rejection of His plan.  Lev. 26:14ff,18, 21,24,28

26. This is important since we are now officially moving into the period of history that is referred to as the time of Jacob’s distress.  Jere. 30:7

27. However, this awesome and destruction portion of human history is merely God’s way of disciplining His wayward, positive children, and punishing those that have historically abused them.  Jere. 30:8-24

28. While we will deal each of these trumpets individually, it is important note that they are intimately connected, each one being damaging to a third of the item being judged.

29. In fact, the first four trumpets deal with one specific event, or more accurately, the consequences of the thermonuclear destruction of the United States.

30. As someone has noted, “Compared with the immediate colossal destruction suffered in target areas, the more subtle, longer term effects of the remaining 10 percent of the energy released by nuclear weapons might seem a matter of secondary concern. Nevertheless, the dimensions of the initial catastrophe should not overshadow the after-effects of a nuclear war. They would be global, affecting nations remote from the fighting for many years after the holocaust, because of the way nuclear explosions behave in the atmosphere and the radioactive products released by nuclear bursts. The altitude reached by the cloud depends on the force of the explosion. When yields are in the low-kiloton range, the cloud will remain in the lower atmosphere and its effects will be entirely local. 
However, as yields exceed 30 kilotons, part of the cloud will punch into the stratosphere, which begins about 7 miles up. With yields of 2-5  megatons or more, virtually all of the cloud of radioactive debris and fine dust will climb into the stratosphere. The heavier materials reaching the lower edge of the stratosphere will soon settle out, but the lighter particles will penetrate high into the stratosphere, to altitudes of 12 miles and more, and remain there for months and even years. Stratospheric circulation and diffusion will spread this material around the world.”
31. The first angel sounds his trumpet and the consequence is a storm that is comprised of hail and fire, mixed with blood falling upon the earth.

32. This is very reminiscent of the seventh plague on Egypt, which is recorded in Exodus 9:24, but with the added fact that this plague has blood mingled with the hail and fire.

33. There can be little doubt that the plague in Egypt was comprised of a severe hailstorm that was compounded by most the severe lightning storm they had every seen in Egypt.

34. There is no reason to take the contents of verse seven as being anything but literal in nature since there is no figure of speech, simile, or analogy used in the language.

35. Therefore, one must recognize that the hail and fire, mixed with the blood, all refer to literal hail, literal fire, and literal blood.

36. In our case, the atmospheric conditions that will exist in the months and years following the destruction of the U.S. will be quite conducive to various extremes in the weather patterns.

37. Massive shifts in pressure and temperature, coupled with the massive winds will serve to move the contents of the mushroom clouds many thousands of miles around the globe as mentioned above.

38. Further, the dramatic earthquakes that are triggered by the nuclear explosions will certainly effect the Western Hemisphere, sending flammable gases into the atmosphere with the rising mushroom clouds.

39. It has been documented that massive sudden eruptions of gases have occurred in many locations, bursting up through the ground both from ocean floors and from dry land during earthquakes. 

40. They often occur repetitively in the same area, and on land create what is known as "mud volcanoes", with the amounts of expelled material accumulated in some mud volcanoes being as large as 10 or 20 billion tons, and the estimates of the amounts of gas present are several times larger than that. 

41. The erupting gases are usually dominated by methane, which is lighter than air, it races upwards at high speed under normal eruption conditions.

42. Coupled with the massive amounts of methane that will be released into the atmosphere via earthquakes, the mushroom effect will serve to move even greater amounts into the stratosphere, which will then be dispersed as the cloud slowly dissipates.

43. Further, when one contemplates the destruction of our natural gas supply, which will release massive amounts of this into the atmosphere, he should recognize that this is a highly explosive situation.

44. In the event of severe thunderstorms, which our passage clearly indicates will happen on a massive scale (the hail), the lightning involved can and will readily ignite the highly flammable gases we have just mentioned.

45. As documented in chapter six, we know that even under the best of circumstances the rainfall will consist of massive amounts of burning sulfuric acid as well, which would certainly be quite destructive to the flora that remains.

46. The fact that the hail and fire are mixed with blood is designed to graphically portray the vaporized remains of millions of people falling back to the earth during these tremendous storms.

47. The force of the verb ba,llw (ballo—to throw or cast) indicates that there is a distinct agent that is responsible for returning the contents of the huge mushroom clouds to the earth.

48. It is almost as if God is indicating that He will cast right back on mankind what they have instigated with these destructive thermonuclear attacks.

49. With the possibility of literal fire reaching the earth, and the highly acidic and poisonous contents of the mushroom cloud raining down on the planet, the result is fairly predictable.

50. The question that must be addressed is whether or not the thirds that follow constitute one-third of the earth as it was before the attack, or whether it represents one-third of the earth that is left following the nuclear strike.

51. I am inclined to take it as one-third of the planet that remains following the strike since this certainly seems to be the active intervention of God and the U.S. is already viewed as having been destroyed, a great mountain burning with fire.  Rev. 8:8

52. Given the death and devastation that occurs in the Western Hemisphere, which constitutes one-fourth of the land mass of the world (Rev. 6:8), this leaves us with 75% of the world’s land mass.

53. If one-third is irreparably damaged or destroyed, the productive portions of the planet have been reduced by half, which must be obvious and devastating to all that still live here.

54. The first effect is on the land mass that remains and the trees, of which one-third are burned up as a result of the flammable, toxic residue that is rained on the planet.

55. Interestingly enough, there is evidence that trees are the first to die following exposure to radioactive substances since large plants are more vulnerable to radiation than small ones.
56. As we pointed out in chapter seven, the trees emphasizes the necessity of this natural resource, as they provide shelter, warmth as fuel, cooling from shade, health through medicines derived from their barks, leaves and flowers, beauty, and the very oxygen we breathe. 

57. The winds of judgment that had been restrained in chapter seven are now fully unleashed to wreak havoc on man’s natural environment.  Rev. 7:1

58. There can be little doubt that with the destruction of plant life coupled with the reduction in sunlight, the entire process of photosynthesis will be devastated, causing a sharp increase in carbon dioxide and a reduction in oxygen.

59. There have already been specific cases of fatalities caused by an excess of carbon dioxide, but nothing like what will happen under this universal scenario.

a. Further, the gas is heavier than air and may accumulate in lower regions or spaces causing deficiency of oxygen. 

b. Build up of static electricity can occur at fast flow rates and may ignite any explosive mixtures present.

c. Various metal dusts such as magnesium, zirconium, titanium, aluminum, chromium and manganese are ignitable and explosive when suspended and heated in carbon dioxide.

d. These facts would tend to intensify the already dangerous mixes of gases in the atmosphere and explain why all the grasses are burned, since they are generally at the lowest points on the planet.

60. The excess of carbon dioxide will only be one part of the equation for those that survive, since it is a well-known fact that oxygen is necessary for life and is one of the essential elements in health.

61. As Dr. John Muntz, a nutritional scientist observes,  "When starved of oxygen the body will become ill, and if this persists it will die. I doubt if there is any argument about that." 

62. He goes on to say, “Clinical studies show that a human being can live for days without water, and weeks without food  but without oxygen biological death begins to occur within three minutes. Oxygen is the miraculous element that permits life to exist and flourish on earth!”
63. Therefore, while this verse may sound somewhat benign on the surface, when one investigates the actual results of these events it becomes clear that they are catastrophic.

64. As one would expect, this does not occur in a momentary fashion, the figures we are given here represent the total number of trees that will eventually be destroyed in the final half of Daniel's 70th week.

65. This is further confirmed by the fact that all the green grass was burned up, which would not happen instantaneously but would occur gradually over a period of months and years.

66. One need not limit this to simply grass since the Greek term co,rtoj (chortos) refers literally to the grazing place for animals; by metonymy (the use of one term for something it suggests) it refers to what grows in the pasture.

67. The word is a general one for what grows in the field and can refer to wheat, barley, hay, rice, and other forms of herbage on which animals graze.

68. The corresponding result on the domesticated food animals is seen in various prophetic passages that indicate these types of judgments come as a result of negative volition to God’s plan.  Jere. 12:4; Hos. 4:1-3; Joel 1:15-18

8:8 And the second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood;  {kai, (cc)--o` deu,teroj a;ggeloj (n-nm-s)--salpi,zw (viaa--3s) blew his trumpet--kai, (ch)--w`j (cs)--o;roj (n-nn-s)--me,gaj (a--nn-s)--pu/r (n-dn-s)--kai,w (vpppnn-s)--ba,llw (viap--3s)—eivj (pa)—h` qa,lassa (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—h` qa,lassa (n-gf-s)--ai-ma (n-nn-s)}

8:9 and a third of the creatures, which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed.  {kai, (ch)--avpoqnh,|skw (viaa--3s)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—to. kti,sma (n-gn-p) 4X, what has been created, a creature—to. (dgnp) the ones—evn (pd)--h` qa,lassa (n-df-s)—to. (dnnp+)  e;cw (vppann-p)--yuch, (n-af-p) here used of the life force, the life principle of animate creation--kai, (cc)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—to. ploi/on (n-gn-p) ships or boats--diafqei,rw (viap--3p) 6X, to corrupt, destroy, or ruin, to disable}
Exposition vs. 8-9

1. This portion of the trumpet judgments creates some interpretative questions with respect to what is to be taken as figurative and what (if anything) is to be taken as literal.

2. One inconsistency that I have observed in the interpretations of these two verses is that some have interpreted the verses on either side of these as being literal and then stated that these verses were figurative.

3. The major debate here focuses on the image of the burning mountain that God casts into the sea, which has spawned four potential interpretations.

4. The first interpretation takes the great burning mountain literally and those that embrace this see it as a very large object from space that strikes one of the oceans.

5. The second suggestion makes finds the origin of this passage to be Jewish apocalyptic literature, and comes from the text of I Enoch 18:13. “And there I beheld seven stars, like great blazing mountains, and like spirits entreating me.”
a. A closer parallel may be found in the Sibylline Oracles, which is a collection of supposed prophetic writings with Greek, Jewish, and semi-Christian origins.  Sib. Or. 5.213-214  “then a great star shall come from heaven into the dreadful sea and burn the vast deep, and Babylon itself.”

6. The third suggestion comes from the first-century volcanic eruptions, particularly Mount Vesuvius which erupted in 79 AD and buried Pompeii.

7. The last interpretation is taken directly from the Word of God itself and understands the mountain burning with fire to refer to prophetic Babylon.  Jere. 51:25

8. There is clear biblical precedent for referring to greater nations as mountains and lesser nations as hills in prophetic sections of the Word of God.  Isa. 13:4; Jere. 50:6; Ezek. 34:6; Dan. 2:35

9. While some interpreters think that each of the above possibilities is viable, they totally fail to interpret or understand the passage when they suggest that there is no necessity to choose only one.

10. Initially, one should note exactly what the text says and what it does not say; it does not say that a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea.

11. This is another one of the many similes that are found in this book, which forces us to recognize that we are not dealing with a literal mountain, but something compared to a mountain.

12. The first interpretation may have some merit, but John’s description is too specific to simply be referring to a meteor, which would simply look like a fireball coming from the sky.

13. Secondly, he does not say that the object he observed came from the heavens and fell to the earth; he merely says that this it was cast into the sea, with no mention of its origin.

14. The second suggestions come from literature that is not inspired and certainly cannot be used as the source of our documentation for biblical positions.

15. The third explanation is the least satisfying since volcanoes spew objects forth from a stationary position and do not have any appearance of being thrown themselves.

16. The fourth interpretation is the correct one, as these first four trumpets form a quartet of judgments on a third of very specific items that come as the result of the nuclear destruction of the U.S.

17. This is further documented by the verb ba,llw (ballo—to throw or cast), which is applied directly to America in Revelation 18.  Rev. 18:21

18. The fact that the mountain was already burning with fire indicates that the attack has already come, and the U.S. is a smoldering nuclear wasteland, no doubt with fires raging all across the continent.

19. The picture of the great mountain burning with fire being cast into the sea is designed to portray the complete and absolute disappearance of the U.S. from the stage of history.  Jere. 51:63-64

20. Those that do not choose to remain in this country will be assimilated back into the world population as they return to the land of their native origin.  Jere. 50:16

21. However, the figurative method for portraying the nuclear destruction of the U.S. gives way immediately to the literal results that the nuclear warheads will have.

22. Unlike the first portion of the verse that uses w`j (hos—like, as) to set up a comparison, the latter portion of the verse uses no such comparison but makes a declaration.

23. The first issue that arises in the latter part of this verse is how we are to take the term sea; some see it as referring to a specific sea (the Mediterranean), while some have taken it to be a collective singular for all the oceans of the world.

24. The second suggestion above seems more likely since we have previously seen this term in Revelation 7:2, where it was used in conjunction with the term earth, which was naturally taken to refer to the land mass.

25. The next theological issue that must be addressed is whether or not the seas will actually turn into literal blood, or if it is a poetic way of expressing contamination of the waters.

26. There is certainly a biblical precedent for God miraculously changing the chemical composition of water into blood, as seen in the first Egyptian plague.  Ex. 7:17-18

27. Further, the two witnesses will have the power to turn the waters into blood if they so choose.  Rev. 11:6

28. When one carefully examines the use of the term blood in this book, it certainly appears that unless the text forces you to move to some other meaning that it is to be taken as literal blood.

29. The exact mechanism for this phenomenon is not given, but we would certainly expect some of the blood from the fallout to affect the seas as well.

30. It is possible that the nuclear contamination would result in a massive destruction of marine life, which may result in their lifeblood being spilled into the waters as well.

31. In fact, we are told that this will influence a third of God’s oceanic creations, as seen in the use of the noun kti,sma (ktisma—what is created, a creature).

32. This indicates that it is not to be limited simply to fish, but will impact shellfish, and other forms of marine life.

33. It would seem logical that those forms of marine life that exist in the shallower waters will be the third that will die off first; those that live in the depths of the oceans will apparently survive for a few more years.  Rev. 16:3

34. The phrase ta. e]conta yuca.j (ta echonta psuchas—the ones having life) has been interpreted by some to refer to human souls, which are either on the sea or under it at the time of the attack.

35. It does not appear that the term yuch, (psuche—soul, life) is ever applied specifically to animals in the New Testament, so it could very well be humans in view.

36. The final portion of verse 9 relates the effects of the nuclear holocaust on the worldwide shipping interests, simply stating that a third of the ships were destroyed.
37. The destruction of the U.S. causes all those that make their living  by the sea to become hysterical about their future.  Rev. 18:17-19

38. The interesting thing at the end of this verse is the use of the word diafqei,rw (diaphtheiro), which has the nuance of that which is destroyed, crippled, or disabled in the passive form.

39. It does not mean that the entire ship had to be destroyed, it simply means that it was unable to sail for some reason, whether electronic, structural, etc.

40. Like the first trumpet this one does not need to be considered as occurring immediately, this simply provides the final results connected with the seas and those that make their living from them.

8:10 And the third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters;  {kai, (cc)--o` tri,toj a;ggeloj (n-nm-s)--salpi,zw (viaa--3s)--kai, (ch)--pi,ptw (viaa--3s)—evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--avsth,r (n-nm-s)--me,gaj (a--nm-s)--kai,w (vpppnm-s)--w`j (cs)--lampa,j (n-nf-s) lamps or torches depending on context —kai, (cc)--pi,ptw (viaa--3s)--evpi, (pa)--to. tri,toj (apoan-s)--o` potamo,j (n-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--evpi, (pa)--h` phgh, (n-af-p) mostly in plural, fountains, flowing waters—to. u[dwr (n-gn-p)}
8:11 and the name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood; and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter.  {kai, (cs)--to. o;noma (n-nn-s)--o` avsth,r (n-gm-s)--le,gw (vipp--3s) being called--o` :Ayinqoj (n-nm-s) 2X in New Testament, used in Deut. 29:17; Prov. 5:4; Jer. 9:14; 23:15; Lam. 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7; 6:12--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—to. u[dwr (n-gn-p)—eivj (pa)--a;yinqoj (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--polu,j (ap-nm-p)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-gm-p)--avpoqnh,|skw (viaa--3p)—evk (pg)—to. u[dwr (n-gn-p)--o[ti (cs)--pikrai,nw (viap--3p) lit. to become or be bitter, to be undrinkable because of poison}
Exposition vs. 10-11

1. Once again interpreters are hamstrung when they approach this verse if they do not understand the doctrine of the U.S. in prophecy.

2. They fail to understand that these four trumpets form a whole, with each one providing supplemental information with respect to the consequences of the Soviet attack.

3. The first trumpet dealt with the effects on the dry land and the things that grow there, which are so important to the life of man and animal.

4. The second dealt with the toxic effects that this attack will have on the seas, marine life, and those that make their living from maritime means.

5. The third trumpet will now move to the issue of the drinking water supply, the inland, fresh waters as opposed to the salt waters of the seas.

6. This verse actually says what many interpreters have wrongly read into verses 8-9, and that is that this star fell from heaven.
7. Again, one should readily understand that this cannot be a literal star or there would be nothing left of the earth at all.

8. Some have suggested that this star be taken as referring to an angelic being since there is clear precedence for that in this book.  Rev. 6:13, 9:1, 12:4

9. Further, they believe that this fallen star with is to be linked with fall of the morning star.  Isa. 14:12-14

10. Therefore, they spiritualize this passage and suggest that Satan has been cast down from Heaven in this judgment and has come to poison men’s minds against God and thus destroy them.

a. However, typical of faulty exegesis, they fail to account for the water and how that impacts their interpretation.

11. However, when an angel is being discussed, he is defined by masculine pronouns and is seen to do or say things that demonstrate a personality is in view, and not an inanimate object as we have here.  Rev. 9:1

12. In this case, we must rule out an angelic being and we must rule out the prospect of this being a literal star, since there is no historical evidence that a star by this name existed in the ancient world or exists now.

13. Many interpreters are quick to identify this as a meteorite or falling star blazing through the atmosphere as it falls to the earth.

14. However, this identification of the star as a meteor does not satisfy the text since it lacks the ability to effect the global results that we see set forth in these two verses.

15. If an object was large enough to impact the earth and affect a third of the fresh water supply on a worldwide basis, it would cause far more destruction than simply making the waters toxic.

16. The great star refers metaphorically to the Soviet nuclear arsenal, with the singular being used as a collective to reference the whole.

a. This is nothing new in the Bible, which often uses the singular sword to refer to the entire military might of an army.  Ex. 17:13, 18:4

17. Ironically enough, this is one that Hal Lindsey identified correctly as he recognized that John would have to communicate modern technological marvels by means of the concepts he understood.

18. While John would not have the frame of reference to understand an ICBM, he could readily describe what it looked like as it reentered the atmosphere with its flaming sparks trailing behind (actually above) it.

19. The reason that it is called a great star is to indicate the extent of the nuclear might currently available to these nations,  which will all be expended by the Soviets and their allies.  Jere. 50:14

20. In this case, the portion of the earth in view is that which provides the fresh water supply, which is absolutely necessary for human life.

21. Although water is almost as necessary to life as oxygen, man has wasted and polluted it throughout history; however, that will pale in comparison to this judgment on the supply of drinking water.

22. Fortunately, it is now being purified constantly in the cycle of evaporation and condensation, and returns to earth as rain and snow under normal circumstances.

23. However, as we know, this cycle will be dramatically altered and the situation following this attack will be one in which the atmosphere through which the water must come is completely contaminated.

24. Further, to this point, we have only discussed the nuclear aspects to the attack; however, there is nothing that indicates that this attack may not contain some forms of chemical or biological weapons.

25. Russia has admitted being involved with chemical and biological weapons research, but claims that they have not been actively pursuing research since 1992.

26. However, the Department of Defense reports that some elements of large  Soviet biological warfare program may remain intact and could support future agent production, and that some offensive biological warfare activities may be ongoing (p. 54), with the United States continuing to receive unconfirmed reports of offensive biological warfare efforts (p. 57). U.S. Department of Defense, Proliferation: Threat and Response 2001
27. The Department of Defense reports that Russia has acknowledged the world's largest stockpile of chemical agents of 40,000 metric tons, and has developed a new generation of chemical agents.

28. The DOD believes that Russia still has not divulged the full extent of their chemical agent and weapon inventory. U.S. Department of Defense, Proliferation: Threat and Response 2001
29. There are seven known chemical and biological weapons storage sites in the Soviet Union and Russian defector Kanatjan Alibekov (Kenneth Alibek), a former deputy director of the Soviet/Russian biological warfare development program, lists the following agents as either weaponized or researched by the Soviet/Russian program: smallpox, plague, anthrax, Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis,  brucellosis, Marburg virus, Ebola virus, Argentinian hemorrhagic fever, Machupo virus, yellow fever, Lassa fever, Japanese encephalitis, Russian spring-summer encephalitis, tularemia, typhus, Q-fever, virus, and African swine fever virus.   Dr. Kenneth Alibek, statement before the Joint Economic Committee, U.S. Congress, Joint Economic Committee, "Terrorism and Intelligence Operations: Hearing before the Joint Economic Committee", 105[th] Congress, Second Session, May 20, 1998

30. While I did not have time to research all the aspects of these biological weapons, none of them sounded like anything to which I would like to be exposed; however, these and other salient comments may be found at http://cns.miis.edu/research/cbw/possess.htm.
31. This prospect of nuclear, chemical, and/or biological contamination certainly fits the name of the star, which is provided for us in verse nine.
32. This is the only time that the term Wormwood is used in the New Testament, but it is found 8 times in the Old Testament.
33. While the Hebrew term is of uncertain derivation, the Greek term  [Ayinqoj (apsinthos) corresponds to the modern term Absinthe, which is in the Artemisia family of herbs.
34. It is a plant that is known for its repulsive bitterness, and figuratively it is used to denote injustice, calamity, or bitterness.  Amos 5:7, 6:12
35. Many interpreters have noticed that the Old Testament usages of the word translated Wormwood see the poisonous waters as a divine judgment for sin and rebellion.  Deut. 29:18; Jere. 9:13-15
36. While this family of plants is known to be bitter and unappealing, there is no evidence that death is a regular consequence associated with this herb.
37. In this case, it is prophetic code for chemical, biological, or nuclear contamination that falls to the earth and renders one-third of the water toxic.
38. Apparently, it takes some time for the human race to recognize that their water supply has been rendered toxic, and the long-term effects of drinking the contaminated waters kill many people.
39. While the numbers are not given, some have assumed that one-third of mankind will die from the poisonous water supply, but the text does not provide a figure.
40. While there are some stories circulating that link the term Chernobyl with the term Wormwood, there is no proof that the two are linguistically connected.
41. One reason that people have pursued this line of thinking is their zeal to find a fulfillment for these passages in current events.
42. However, in this case the passage is clear that the contaminating article did not originate on the earth, as the Chernobyl accident did; it came from the skies above.
8:12 And the fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were smitten, so that a third of them might be darkened and the day might not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way.  {kai, (cc)--o` te,tartoj a;ggeloj (n-nm-s)--salpi,zw (viaa--3s) blew his trumpet--kai, (ch)--plh,ssw (viap--3s) 1X, to strike, used of lightning, to smite the thigh, passive, were struck--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)--o` h[lioj (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)  --h` selh,nh (n-gf-s) the moon--kai, (cc)--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)—o` avsth,r (n-gm-p)—

i[na (cs)--skoti,zw (vsap--3s) 5X, only passive in New Testament, to be or become darkened--to. tri,toj (aponn-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)--h` h`me,ra (n-nf-s)--mh, (qn)--fai,nw (vsaa--3s) lit. did not shine or give light--to. tri,toj (aponn-s  --auvto,j (npgf3s)--kai, (cc)--h` nu,x (n-nf-s)--o`moi,wj (ab) likewise, similarly, in the same way}
8:13 And I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe, to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!"  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--ei-j   (a-cgm-s) lit. one--aveto,j (n-gm-s) 5X, a large bird, an eagle or vulture--pe,tomai (vppngm-s) flying—evn (pd)--mesoura,nhma (n-dn-s) 3X, lit for the position of the sun at noon, midheaven, directly overhead--le,gw (vppagm-s)--fwnh, (n-df-s)--me,gaj (a--df-s) great=loud--ouvai, (qs) an interjection of extreme grief of displeasure, can be used to call retribution on someone, sometimes repeated two or three time for emphasis, as here--ouvai, (qs)--ouvai, (qs)--o` (damp+) katoike,w (vppaam-p)--evpi, (pg)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)—evk (pg) from, because of--h` loipo,j (a--gf-p) the rest, what remains or is left over--fwnh, (n-gf-p) sounds=blasts--h` sa,lpigx (n-gf-s)--o` a;ggeloj (n-gm-p)--trei/j (a-cgm-p)--o` (dgmp)  me,llw (vppagm-p+)--salpi,zw (+vnpa) comp.inf. to sound the trumpet, to signal by trumpet}
Exposition vs. 12-13

1. This judgment is introduced exactly as the first three trumpets are, with the simple declaration that the fourth of the angels sounded his trumpet.

2. The first three trumpet judgments were clearly directed at the earthly environment, while the fourth one appears to be directed toward the stellar sources of light.

3. This is a normal, but faulty, understanding of what the passage is saying; in reality this is another direct result of the nuclear strike against America.

4. The sun, the moon, and the stars are not directly affected, although that seems to be the natural interpretation of what the text states.

5. Most interpreters recognize that what is described here is very similar to the ninth Egyptian plague, in which Moses stretched out his hand and YHWH sent darkness to cover the land of Egypt for three days.  Ex. 10:21-23

6. Some have suggested that various types of eclipses accomplish this result; however, everyone knows that an eclipse does not affect the stars but relates to the positions of the earth, sun, and moon.

7. Still others have suggested some that this is some sort of meteor storm directed toward planet earth, the smoke from which causes the light from these bodies to be blocked out.

8. John uses a very interesting verb to describe the effects on the sun, moon, and stars; it is the Greek plh,ssw (plesso—smitten, struck), which is used only here in the New Testament.

9. The verb means literally to strike or smite, and is used some 27 times in the LXX, generally to translate the Hebrew term hk'n" (nakhah).

10. The Hebrew term was used in a broader sense to include the ideas of simply hitting someone, killing someone, a disciplinary beating, or God striking something in some fashion.

11. In some cases, the word is used to denote something that is damaged, ruined, destroyed, or does not fulfill the purpose for which it was designed.  Ex. 9:31-32

12. In this case, how they are struck is explained by the grammatically repetitious clauses that follow in verse 12, which some have considered to be clumsy,.

13. While the purpose clause that is introduced by i]na (hina) gives the reason explaining why they were struck, it does not indicate how they were struck.

14. While the structure of the sentence is awkward in some ways, the one thing that is clearly obvious is that the day and the night are alike, which is documented by the use of the adverb o`moi,wj (homoios—likewise, similarly, in the same way), which comes at the conclusion of the Greek sentence.
15. So clearly, what it means when it says that a third of the sun, moon, and stars are affected is defined by what follows about a third of the day not shining and a third of the night not shining.

16. While the Greek term fai,nw (phaino) literally means to give light (to shine), it also has the sense of make visible or appear.

17. Therefore, what the passage is saying is that the day and night will both not appear for a third of the time they normally do; this indicates that the cycle of day and the night will be shortened by a third.

18. Therefore, the normal 24 cycle of day and night, light and darkness, will be accelerated so that what we refer to as a day will take only 16 hours to complete.

19. It is probably impossible to calculate the physical and psychological effect that this will have on plants, animals, agriculture, and the mental health of those that dwell on the earth.

20. The passage does not address the mechanism that causes this result, it merely states that this will occur following the blast from the fourth trumpet.

21. Ironically, some scientists have addressed the mechanisms that are involved in changing the rotation speed of the earth, and they involve several specific things.

22. The first method involves the process of mass being expelled from the Earth, or some force being applied from outside the Earth in order to change the earth's rotation.

23. Another process that can change the rotation of a planet is tidal braking, which generally causes the earth to slow down minutely; however, if the rotation were dramatically altered, it is clear that the tidal pattern would also be dramatically affected.

24. Thirdly, there is a known relationship between the rotation speed of the earth and the geomagnetic fields, which scientists now suggest may be on the verge of reversing.

25. Already, geophysicists have begun to notice a decline in the strength of the Earth's magnetic field, suggesting that the next field reversal epoch may be about to start. 

26. However, their conclusions are inconclusive and they indicate that “we don't really know if the decline is just a natural, ripple, or the portend of something far more sinister.”

27. Fourthly, there is a recognized relationship between atmospheric conditions and the rotation speed of the earth as seen in the following NASA document.  “Isaac Newton’s laws of motion explain how those quantities are related to the Earth's rotation rate (leading to a change in the length of day) as well as the exact position in which the North Pole points in the heavens (known also as polar motion, or Earth wobble).  To understand the concept of angular momentum, visualize the Earth spinning in space. Given Earth’s overall mass and its rotation, it contains a certain amount of angular momentum.  When an additional force acting at a distance from the Earth's rotational axis occurs, referred to as a torque, such as changes in surface winds, or the distribution of high and low pressure patterns, especially near mountains, it can act to change the rate of the Earth’s rotation or even the direction of the rotational axis.  Because of the law of "conservation of angular momentum," small but detectable changes in the Earth’s rotation and those in the rotation of the atmosphere are linked. The conservation of angular momentum is a law of physics that states the total angular momentum of a rotating object with no outside force remains constant regardless of changes within the system.  An example of this principle occurs when a skater pulls his or her arms inward during a spin (changing the mass distribution to one nearer the rotation axis, reducing the "moment of inertia," and speeds up (increasing the skater's spin); because the moment of inertia goes down, the spin rate must increase to keep the total angular momentum of the system unchanged.

28. While we have to acknowledge that the mechanisms involved in changing the earth’s rotation would have to be gigantic, the fact is that no one can actually duplicate the results of the Western Hemisphere being devastated in a nuclear war.

29. Further, the massive amount of earthquakes, volcanic activity, expulsion of mass from the earth, atmospheric effects, geomagnetic, and tidal waves and changes would have to be factored into this scenario as well.

30. These issues do not even address the possibility of some divine intervention that causes the earth to speed up its rotation which is certainly not out of the question.

31. This shortening of the day and night cycle by a third is what Jesus Christ was referring to when he made the statement about those days being shortened, a phenomenon that is essential to the survival of the elect.  Matt. 24:22

32. The parallel passage in Mark provides some indication that the Lord is the direct agent that shortens the days, which would make Him the remote subject of the verb plh,ssw (plesso) in verse 12, with the catastrophic nuclear strike being the near cause.

33. These events also fulfill a number of Old Testament passages that predict that the earth will dramatically be shaken from its normal function as a result of God’s judgment.  Isa. 13:13, 24:1-3,7-20 

34. With the destruction that has come as a result of the first three trumpets, coupled with the dramatic alteration of the normal cycles of light and darkness, one would expect that the inhabitants of the earth would immediately turn to God, but such is not the case.

35. Once again John emphasizes that he was an eyewitness to the events he chronicles, as he clearly states be both saw and heard what he records here.

36. Some have made an issue about the fact that he both saw and heard the eagle, but the text clearly states that the eagle was speaking, so there really is no difficulty.

37. The first issue that must be addressed is the fact that a small number of texts have changed the word eagle to the word angel in the Greek.

38. The vast majority of texts support the term aveto,j (aetos—eagle), and it is hard to see how that could be reasonably confused with the term a;ggeloj (aggelos—angel).

39. Therefore, under the rules of textual criticism, it seems that one must accept the fact that eagle was the original and correct reading since that is supported both by the external evidence of the manuscripts, and the internal evidence of this book.

40. The term itself is translated a couple of different ways depending on context and the gospel usages suggest that a vulture or carrion bird is in view.  Matt. 24:28; Lk. 17:37

41. The book of Revelation, in which this term is found three times, only appears to use the term in the sense of eagle.   Rev. 4:7, 8:13, 12:14

42. As one might expect, there is considerable debate as to whether this eagle is to be taken as a literal bird, or whether it is symbolic for an angelic messenger.

43. Those that take the eagle as being literal point to the incident of Balaam and his donkey, when the animal spoke audibly to restrain the insanity of the prophet.  Num. 22:21ff

44. Those that take the eagle as a symbol for an angel point out that God uses powerful angels as messengers and that eagles cannot talk.

45. The participial phrase that follows is no help with the interpretation as both angels and birds fly around, and both are seen in the midheaven in this book.  Rev. 14:6, 19:17

46. If this is a literal eagle screaming out in a loud voice, this would certainly constitute a miraculous occurrence by anyone’s standards, rendering those that reject it all the more culpable.

47. One would have to expect that the reason for the loud voice was to attract the attention of those that dwell on the earth and notify them of their impending doom.

48. In either case, the eagle is the international symbol for the United States, which has been decimated by the recent nuclear strike; it is quite fitting that a lone eagle would make this announcement about the severity of the coming judgments.

49. While the world at large may feel relief at the fact that they were not destroyed by means of nuclear warfare, this message is designed to stress the fact that things far worse than that are about to take place.

50. Some have suggested that the reason that the eagle cries out three times is to be understood by the fact that there are three trumpet judgments that remain, which are expressly called woes.  Rev. 9:12, 11:14

51. The term ouvai. (ouai—woe) is an interjection that is used in a couple of ways in the New Testament.
a. It is used to express extreme displeasure and as a call for retribution or judgment on someone or something.  Matt. 11:21, 18:7

b. It is used to express the woe, disaster, or calamity that befalls someone and the horrible nature of it.
c. It can be doubled or tripled for emphasis. 
52. It is ironic that the only place in the New Testament it is doubled is found in the passage about the destruction of the United States.  Rev. 18:10,16,19

53. If that destruction and the global consequences of it were a double woe, the triple woes to follow, ironically announced by an eagle, must be all the more devastating to the human race.  

54. These woes are expressly declared to be coming against those who dwell on the earth, which is technical for negative unbelievers.
55. This is the third of eleven times that this phrase is used in this book, and denotes those that willingly follow the beast, oppose and kill the saints, will not come to a change of mind, and will be judged during Daniel's 70th week.
56. While it is clear that the first four trumpets were directed at the earth itself, it is equally clear that the remaining three trumpets are directed toward mankind specifically.
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